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mine to work the nets beneath the comfortable shelter of the
boat deck. I could retreat thence when I felt so disposed
into the small rough laboratory off the port alleyway. I
think Marr preferred these evenings too.
The nets we used were designed to catch the minute
floating plant and animal life which peoples the ocean in
uncountable millions in the summer-time. They were
exceedingly simple in arrangement, like the water-sampling
bottles, for each was essentially a conical bag of silk or
canvas with its wide mouth stiffened by a metal ring. At
the narrow end of the cone was a small zinc or copper bucket,
which could be unscrewed or undamped and into which the
tiny creatures were collected as the net was hauled slowly
upwards to the surface. The nets could be closed at any
depth by sliding down, the wire a small weight, which
released a catch so that the metal ring carrying the mouth of
the net fell away from its attachment to the wire, leaving the
net held by a rope sling about its middle. We hauled silk nets
vertically through the water while the ship was stationary
or, while she moved slowly ahead, we towed larger and
coarser nets of canvas over the stern. These too we could
close at any depth we wished. This was where Jack Cook,
the winchman, came in. The nets were towed on the stout
trawling warp of tapered steel that ran from the main winch
over the poop and out into the water through rollers in the
stern rail. And the main winch in its housing on the after
deck with its five miles of tapered steel wire came under the
loving care of Jack Cook, " Old Cookie," the oldest man in
the ship. So did the three smooth running donkey engines
we used for hauling up our vertical nets and water-sampling
instruments. He bestowed a personality upon them all,
especially the big trawling winch, referring to each one as
" she " as though he were the guardian of a bevy of capri-
cious and highly-strung females. He hovered around them
with oil can, grease gun and cotton waste and if one of them
went wrong would explain in his Tyneside accent (he was a